Animated Text in Photoshop
1. Find and save an image with an appropriate background for animation (such as a starry sky).

2. Open Photoshop and turn on the following tool palettes…Tools, Options, and Layers. Turn off all others. (To do this, go to WINDOW on the menu bar)
3.  Open your image that you saved and you will see it appear as a layer on the layers palette. Double click the layer and rename it as Layer 1. (This will also unlock the layer.)
4.  Make an additional 3 copies of the photo layer by Right Clicking the image and choosing Duplicate. Name the new layers Layer 2, Layer 3, Layer 4. (You will now have 4 layers of the same image.
5. Delete any other layers that may have accidentally appeared. (All we need for now is the four images.)

6. Now you need to move or rotate EACH image into a slightly different position than the others. You can use your MOVE TOOL or EDIT/TRANSFORM/ROTATE (Only slightly move each image).

7.  Now we are ready to add text…   

· Click on the horizontal TEXT TOOL 

· Change your font to Impact, 100 pt., white (We want to be able to see it.) 
· Draw a text box in the center of your palette.
· Click in the text box and type your text in all capitals(i.e. STAR)

· Click on the “text” layer to lock it in place.

· If you wish to make changes, double click the text and format to your choice of font and size. (Don’t worry about the color, but make sure the font is a heavy weight font!)

· MAKE SURE YOUR TEXT LAYER IS THE TOP LAYER by moving it there.

8. Now we want to get rid of everything except the text. To begin, Select each letter of the text by using your MAGIC WAND while holding down the Shift key.

9 Choose SELECT/INVERSE on the menu bar. (This selects the background and you should see “dancing ants” along the palette edge and around your text.)

10.  On the layers palette, turn off the display of the “text” layer to the bottom. (We don’t need to see it anymore.)
11. Make sure all photo layers are displayed and click on them one-by-one and hit DELETE on the keyboard. (You should see the backgrounds disappear and only the text remains for each layer…you basically deleted the background around the text.)

12. Now the fun really begins….. To animate the text we must go to WINDOW/ANIMATION to get our animation palette. (It will display along the bottom of your screen.)  You now see the animation frames window and will see one layered frame. 
13. On the frame, set your timing to .1
14.  Duplicate the frame 6-7 times.

15.  Go frame-by-frame and turn on and off layers to LEAVE ONLY ONE LAYER DISPLAYED...a different layer for each frame.

16. LOOP and PLAY the animation!  It should animate…..Really cool, huh?

17. Now the file must be saved to create an animated GIF file. Go to FILE/SAVE FOR WEB DEVICES. (Make sure GIF is chosen as the file type and click SAVE. Name the file by using your name and save to the location that you are directed.) You will find your animated GIF in the images folder in your save location.

19. You now have an animated text image!!!! Yeah! If you want to set the image as your computer screen background, open the image, right click and choose SET AS BACKGROUND. The image should animate.
